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Confirmation will be Sunday, May 22nd at 8 am Mass.  Bishop McKnight will be here to preside at 

Mass and Confirm our youth.  It is not only the responsibility of parents and Godparents to bring 

our young up in the Faith, but a responsibility for the whole Parish.  I know some think, Mass is 

going to last a little longer because of a Baptism, First Communion, or Confirmation, so we will 

just go to Mass somewhere else that weekend.  It is our responsibility to be present at the 

celebration of Sacraments and to support those who are receiving them.  We can and should have 

a packed Church at 8 am Mass to support our Confirmation Candidates as well as show Bishop 

McKnight what a vibrant and supportive community we actually are.  I hope to see everyone there 

even if it will take up a few extra minutes of the gift of time God has already given us. 

 

This coming Sunday we will be honoring our Graduates from College, High School, and 8th grade.  

We hope you are all able to come support them.  

 

We are enrolling students for Totus Tuus this year.  We will be asking for $10 for each student 

who is not a parishioner to help with lunch and supply costs.  Lunch will be provided each day for 

the 1-6th grades and supper will be provided for 7-12th grades. I will be attaching the registration 

form and schedule.  We will be using choice A in the left column.  Totus Tuus will be here the 

week of July 10th – 15th.  All who participated in previous years enjoyed it.   

 

Family Game night is Friday, May 27th at 6:30 pm.  If the weather is nice, we will have outdoor 

activities. 

 

Today in the Gospel from John (Jn 10:27-30) Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and 

they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.” He ends with, “The Father and I 

are one.”  Today is “Good Shepherd Sunday” and this is one of the shortest Gospel readings in the 

Liturgical Year, though it is full of meaning.  Several times in the Gospel, we are compared to sheep.  

Sheep cannot be driven like cattle, or they will scatter in every direction.  This is one of the few defense 

mechanisms they have.  Their skin is thin, which makes them more susceptible to predators as their 

hide will tear easily. This makes it important to have a good shepherd to lead them and protect them 

from predators. 

God knew we, like sheep need a shepherd to lead us and protect us, so he sent his only son.  Jesus, 

though he is God and begotten with the Father, emptied himself and was born in human form, like us in 

all things but sin.  He led by example and lived his life to show us how we must live to spread the Love 

and Mercy of God the Father with others.  Jesus is also known as the “Lamb of God”, which means he 

was the one without blemish “sin”, the perfect sacrifice.  Though he was innocent, he took up his cross, 

suffered, and died like a criminal so that we may be saved from our own sin.  A shepherd is a very tough 

job for one must weather the elements to protect the sheep and they spend much time alone.  It is a 

very selfless job, and nothing is more selfless than giving your life for others.  Jesus truly is the “Good 

Shepherd”.   

As I am reflecting on this Gospel, I can’t help but think of the events of the past couple weeks.  We 

clearly noticed something was not right with dad.  He was in much pain and things were very “off” for 

him.  I talked him into going to doctors, we took him to the ER, and the only thing we seemed to 

accomplish was lack of sleep.  The evening after the ER trip, he took an ambulance ride back to the 

hospital, where he was for a week.  The first several days, we seemed to be getting nowhere.  Every test 

they tried came back negative.  I don’t know that I have ever felt so helpless.  I tried getting him help, 



but it seemed like we kept running into a brick wall.  It is times like these we are reminded that God is in 

control and the only thing we can do is pray and have patience for his purposes to work out.  Luckily he 

is now back home and progressing each day.  This morning, he told me he is feeling better than he had 

in quite some time.  

The other thing I realized from the past weeks, there is a small circle of people around us that really 

have our backs and are willing to do anything to help us.  Some I have known my whole life, and others 

just a few years.  There were two neighbors whose land joins ours and have been neighbors since long 

before I was ever thought of that called to offer their help in any way.  One person told me to just tell 

them, and they would be here.  They said they weren’t good on a tractor, but they would learn 

anything.  Another offered to come help with chores even though she fell off a 4wheeler and it ran over 

her leg.  She was limping around to get her chores done.  There was another family that offered help 

even though they have their hands full as it is. I had several former students that offered their support 

and I appreciate each one of them.   

If you know me at all, you know I can be very emotional. When I stop and think about those who offered 

to drop everything and help, I cried.  They were not tears of sadness, but of joy and awe.  I will never be 

able to repay the kindness they offered, and they will never really know how much their Love and 

support means to me.  Jesus, the Great Shepherd is calling us; when we hear his voice, do we follow him 

as these awesome people did? or do we allow our selfishness to take control and neglect the needs of 

our neighbors, no matter how close or far they are from us?   

I pray we all allow God to take control of our lives so we may share his Love and Mercy with our 

neighbors.  God is calling, are we answering that call? 

St. Isadore, pray for us! 


