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We are opening early registration for Totus Tuus to our parishioners exclusively till after Easter. I 

will be attaching the registration form and schedule.  We will be using choice A in the left column.  

After that time, we will open it up to neighboring parishes too. Totus Tuus will be her the week of 

July 10th – 15th.  All who participated in previous years enjoyed it.  

 

First Eucharist will be Sunday, April 24th at 8 am Mass. We need to all be present for them as a 

Parish family and show them our support. 

 

Father Boniface will meet with 2nd Graders and parents at 5 pm in the hall Friday, April 22, before 

the carnival to prepare for First Eucharist. 

 

The PSR Carnival will be this Friday, April 22nd at 6 pm in the Hall.  We will be selling hamburgers, 

hotdogs, corn dogs, chips, nachos, and pop at the concession stand.  We plan to have the same 

games as well as a few new ones.  It will be a lot of fun as usual.  

 

Confirmation is scheduled for Sunday May 22nd at 8 am Mass.  

 

Today in the Gospel from John (Jn 20:1-19) we hear John’s account of the discovery of Jesus’s 

Resurrection.  We are told Mary of Magdala went to the tomb early Sunday morning as it was still dark.  

She noticed the stone was rolled away so she went to tell Peter and John. She told them, “They have 

taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they put him.”  Peter and John ran to the 

tomb. They saw they burial cloths laying there, and as they saw, they believed.  We are told, “They did 

not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead.” 

This was a troubling time for Jesus’s disciples, especially the twelve, who was closest to him Their 

teacher, leader, and friend had just been put to death by the Roman government at the request of the 

Jewish leaders.  They were fearful of their own lives, which is what caused Peter to deny Jesus three 

times, and all the other Apostles abandoned Jesus at his most trying time, except John.  John stayed 

there with Mary, the mother of God during the entire process.   

Reason tells us if Jesus was lying about who he was, if his disciples went in during the night and moved 

his body so they could claim he rose from the dead, they would not have placed their own lives on the 

line to proclaim these events so boldly.  They knew by the very act of telling others about Jesus, they 

were placing a target on themselves and the same people who killed Jesus would be after them to do 

the same.  The simple fact is each of the twelve apostles were put to death except John.  John was the 

only one who died a natural death though they tried to boil him in oil without succeeding.  We can 

assume, since John stayed with Jesus through his suffering and death on the cross and took care of his 

Holy Mother till her own assumption to Heaven, Jesus spared him martyrdom.  

Every year, I ask my students, “What religion was Jesus?” They can usually tell me he was Jewish.  I then 

ask, “Why are we not Jewish?”  They usually stumble at this question.  We can simply say, the Jewish 

leaders of the time rejected Jesus and so he told Simon, “And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon 

this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.” (Mt 16:18) 

Peter was not really a name at the time, but was derived from the word which we translate “rock”.  

Peter means, “rock”.  I also ask my students, “since Jesus was Jewish, and the Jewish Sabbath is 

Saturday, the last day of the week, the day God rested after creation, why do we celebrate the Sabbath 



on Sunday, the first day of the week?” They are usually stumped, but the simple answer is, Sunday was 

the day Jesus rose from the dead.  This was the day our salvation was complete.   

Every Sunday, when we participate in the Mass, we are remembering the events of the Easter Triduum. 

We celebrate the Eucharist, just as Jesus did at the “Last Supper” or the Passover Meal.  Jesus once 

again offers himself as the perfect sacrifice, as he is truly present in the Eucharist.  Every Sunday, we 

celebrate Jesus’s rising from the dead in which he opened the Gates of Heaven to us.  We should be 

joyful as we remember, Jesus took our sin upon his shoulders as he offered himself as the perfect 

sacrifice on the cross, that we may be forgiven.  Through his rising, Jesus burst the prison bars and broke 

the chains which were holding us back.   

Jesus is calling each of us to pick up our cross and follow him.  Each person’s cross looks a little different 

from the next, but it doesn’t make them any easier to carry.  If we carry our cross in the way of Jesus, 

then we are guaranteed the salvation which Jesus won for us. It is our choice; I pray we all choose 

wisely. 

St. John, pray for us! 


