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We are opening early registration for Totus Tuus to our parishioners exclusively till after Easter. I 

will be attaching the registration form and schedule.  We will be using choice A in the left column.  

After that time, we will open it up to neighboring parishes too. Totus Tuus will be her the week of 

July 10th – 15th.  All who participated in previous years enjoyed it.  

 

First Eucharist will be Sunday, April 24th at 8 am Mass. We need to all be present for them as a 

Parish family and show them our support. 

 

The PSR Carnival will be Friday, April 22nd at 6 pm in the Hall. 

 

Confirmation is scheduled for Sunday May 22nd at 8 am Mass.  

 

Today in the Gospel from Luke (Lk19:28-40), we hear about Jesus’s trip to Jerusalem.  He instructs two 

of his disciples to go to the village and find a colt tied and bring it to him.  They found everything as 

Jesus told them.  They put their cloaks on the colt, which had never been ridden on and helped Jesus on 

it. As he rode down the Mount of Olives, people placed their cloaks on the road before him while giving 

praise to God.  They said, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and 

glory in the highest.”  

Human emotion can make us do many things; sometimes good, and sometimes not so good.  

Sometimes we are controlled by the crowd or mob mentality.  I am sure the first disciple laid their cloak 

on the road before Jesus and the next person, either though it was a nice gesture, or didn’t want to look 

bad, so they did the same.  As each person laid their cloak on the road, the next person felt more 

pressure to do likewise.  This was good peer pressure for they were praising God.  In just a few short 

days, one could only imagine, many of these same people succumbed to peer pressure once again and 

was calling for Jesus’s Crucifixion and asking Pilot to release Barabbas, a dangerous criminal.  

Sometimes when we are on the path God is calling us to, it may feel like we are swimming against the 

current. It seems like everyone else is idly going the other direction.  We must stay the coarse and not 

allow the crowd to cause us to change direction. We should never feel alone so long as we are doing 

God’s will. God sent his only son, who emptied himself and became fully man while also being fully God.  

Since Jesus was incarnate, he understands our human emotions. He too had to deal with human 

emotions throughout his life as well as the last days when he suffered much emotionally as well as 

physically.  God never promised life would be easy, but just as he was there with Jesus through the good 

and the bad, he will be there for us too so long as we allow him.   

While Christmas is very important, as it is the celebration of Jesus’s incarnation through the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, which was the beginning of our salvation, we are entering into Holy Week which is the 

most important time in the Liturgical year as well as salvation history. Today, we celebrate Palm Sunday, 

which reminds us of Jesus’s triumphant journey into Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover with his 

disciples. The people were spreading their cloaks and palm branches before him and he rode in as a 

King.  Jesus knows what awaits him in Jerusalem.  In just a few short days, after sharing the Passover 

meal with him, one of his inner circle of disciples will betray him for money; another will deny even 

knowing him, and all but one will hide in fear that they too might be crucified.  The crowds that 



gathered to Praise God and gave him the entrance of a King will turn on him and demand that he be 

crucified.  

We know the Pharisees and Scribes were threatened by Jesus for they used their authority to suppress 

the people they were there to lead.  Jesus came to explain the law and liberate the people from the 

demands of the Jewish leaders. They would have none of it and had decided that Jesus had to die. They 

stirred up the crowd with many of Jesus’s disciples; they played on human emotions to create mob 

mentality and sway the crowd to turn on Jesus. The Pharisees and Scribes used tactics which dictators 

use in order to hold power.   

I would like to believe if I was alive during this period in history, I would not be one in the crowd 

shouting for crucifixion. It only takes a few minutes to realize, every time I sin, I am nailing Jesus to the 

cross, for it was Jesus’s suffering and death that he took away our sins. It is our sinful nature that 

necessitated the crucifixion of Jesus. He was innocent. When he came to be baptized by John in the 

Jordan; John said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” This meant he was the perfect sacrifice, without blemish. 

It is through death, that Jesus forgave our sins and his rising from the dead that opened the gates to 

Heaven to us.   

When we die, if we go to Heaven, it is through Jesus alone.  Jesus won the war, but we are the Church 

Militant; we are still fighting the battle of good and evil.  Jesus won salvation for us, but it is up to us 

whether we receive it.  We have to choose to follow God and accept that salvation, or we can turn our 

backs on God and reject salvation. God Loves us so much, he will respect our decision.  We must always 

keep our focus on the end, by following God’s will and choosing salvation even when the road is difficult 

and it seems like everyone else is going the other way.  

If you haven’t already done so, I beg you, please go to Reconciliation before Easter and allow Jesus to 

cleanse your soul. As the Priest Prays the words of Absolution in the person of Christ, know that you are 

forgiven, forgive yourself, learn from your mistakes and don’t dwell on the past, but keep the focus on 

the end goal. I pray you all have a Blessed Easter Triduum. 

St. Paul, pray for us! 


