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Thanks to the Moser Family for providing snacks this week.  The Ewigman Family will provide 

snacks next week in honor of Beau’s Birthday. Thanks! 

 

We had 10 students receive Reconciliation for the first time Wednesday at the Penance Service.  

We would like to congratulate them as they prepare to Receive First Eucharist Sunday, April 24th 

at 8 am Mass. 

 

It is safe to say everyone that came to Family Game night enjoyed themselves. 

 

Sunday, April 10th at 6 pm Deacon Burdett will teach the Confirmation lessons on Holy Orders and 

Matrimony.  We will provide supper that evening.  The Confirmation Class will not meet after Mass 

that day, but we may use it for those who need to make up classes.  

 

ATTENTION CONFIRMATION PARENTS:  If a Candidate misses over 4 classes, they will need to 

be made up before Confirmation in May.  Confirmation is scheduled for Sunday May 22nd at 8 am 

Mass.  

 

Today in the Gospel from Luke (Lk 15:1-3, 11-32) We hear one of the most well-known parables in the 

Bible, The Prodigal Son. This parable ends quite differently when told by Jesus as fully God than most 

humans would tell it. This is just proof that God’s ways are not our ways, and we should be thankful for 

that.  If this parable was told from a worldly standpoint, when the younger son comes back to confess 

and apologize, the father would have thrown the scraps from the table at the young man’s feet and tell 

him, “You squandered away everything I worked my whole life for and now this is what you are to me, 

garbage.”  We should take comfort in God’s story, where the father runs out to meet his son and before 

the son finishes his apology, the father forgives him in unconditional Love.  When we turn away from 

God, he is always seeking us with unconditional Love and Mercy.  All we must do is ask forgiveness. 

We are all sinners, but through the Grace we receive at our Baptism, we are also children of God.  God 

loves us so much that he sent his only begotten son to set an example for how we should live.  He didn’t 

stop there, for he allowed his son to suffer and die to save us from our sins. After he had risen from the 

dead, he stayed here for a time to continue to teach and guide humankind.  Jesus commissioned his 

Apostles to go out and forgive sins in his name, instituting the great healing Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

The Apostles are the forerunners of our Bishops, and each Bishop can trace his line back to at least one 

of the Apostles.  The Bishops then commission their Priests to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

and absolve sins in the name of Jesus our Lord and Savior.   

None of us are perfect and we all make mistakes.  I always tell my students; mistakes are ok so long as 

we learn from them.  I always thing of the recent song “Learn From it” by Connor Smith, which are 

things he did as a youth.  Some say, they would like to go back and do certain things differently. I do not 

live with regrets and even if I had the chance, I would not go back and change anything, for all these life 

experiences are what made us who we are today.  If we would change one thing, it would set off a chain 

reaction and we would be a totally different person.  When we sin, we should learn from it, go to 

Reconciliation, and confess our sins.  Once the Priest, acting in the person of Christ, absolves us of that 

sin, we should know we are truly forgiven, don’t dwell on it, and continue moving forward on our 

spiritual journey. 



This past Wednesday, we had our Reconciliation Service here at St. Mary of the Angels and we had ten 

students receive their First Reconciliation along with their parents, older siblings, and other members of 

our Parish family.  It was very heartwarming to witness these young boys and girls receiving the gift of 

God’s unconditional Love and Mercy. We should continue to pray for them as they prepare to receive 

the second step of initiation into full membership of the Church at First Eucharist in April. The greatest 

celebration of the Liturgical year, The Easter Triduum is drawing near.  If you have not yet availed 

yourself to God’s unconditional Love and Mercy through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, I strongly urge 

you to do so. It should be something we rejoice in rather than dread. If it has been a long time since 

your last Reconciliation and you have forgotten what to do, the hardest part is to go… step into the 

Confessional.  Tell the Priest, it has been a long time and you need help. They would be glad to assist 

you through it. The Priest is there to help us fully realize God’s Love and Mercy.   

St. Paul, pray for us!  


