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Thanks to the Moore family for providing snack today.  The Farnen family will be providing snacks 

this coming Sunday, February 13th.  If your family would like to provide snacks, please let me 

know and I will get you scheduled.  Thanks! 

 

When Father Boniface returns, we will be scheduling a meeting with parents of second graders 

about Reconciliation and one for Eucharist.   

 

This coming Sunday, February 13th will be our next PSR Mass.  The Liturgical Roles are as 

follows: 

Servers: Juliette Banko, Colin Bixenman, and Piffy Burch 

Lectors:  Allie Moore, Nick Pennington, and Blayke Ewigman 

Offertory: Reis Ewigman, Aisley Burk, and Seth Farnen 

Greeters:  Ely Allen, Jacelyn Quinn, Dylan Bixenman, Anna Bennett, and Penelope Banko 

 

February 13th There will be a youth retreat in the hall from 11 am to 3:30 pm.  We will have guest 

speakers and other engaging activities.  We will not have Confirmation Class at the normal time.  

This retreat is part of the Confirmation program.  This is for the youth of Wien, Marceline, and 

Salisbury.  Lunch will be served at noon. If your confirmation candidate cannot attend, please let 

me know as soon as possible.  

 

Sunday, February 20th will be the next PSR Mass for 7th through 12th grades. 

 

ATTENTION CONFIRMATION PARENTS:  If a Candidate misses over 4 classes, they will need to.  

be made up before Confirmation in May.  Confirmation is scheduled for Sunday May 22nd at 8 am 

Mass.  

 

CONFIRMATION** Those Confirmation students need to be researching Saints.  They will need to 

pick their favorite and that Saint’s name will be their Confirmation name. 

 

Today in the Gospel from Luke (Lk 5:1-11) we hear Jesus got into the boat belonging to Simon, “he asked 

him to put out a short distance from the shore.” From the boat he taught the crowds along the shore. 

When he finished, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”  Simon 

replied, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing, but at your command I will 

lower the nets.” They caught so many fish that the nets were tearing and filled both boats with fish. 

Simon fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”  Jesus said to 

Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” We are told Simon, James, and John 

left everything and followed Jesus.   

The boat represents the Church, but it can also represent our own lives.  When Jesus gets into our boat 

as he did Simon’s boat, and starts giving commands, what are we going to do?  We have two choices, 

we can either follow his commands as Simon and see what God is calling you to, or we can turn our 

backs on Jesus and walk away.  We should not allow fear of the unknown paralyze us when Jesus gets in 

our boat and gives commands.  We can make more excuses why this is not a good fit for us, but if God is 

for us, who can be against?  We might say, “I am not qualified.” This may be true; there may be others 

who are better qualified than us, but that doesn’t change the fact that God is calling us and not the 

others.  The old saying goes, “God does not always call the qualified, but he ALWAYS qualifies the 

called.” I always tell my students to always give it your best and let God take care of the rest.  When God 



calls us to something, all we really must do is allow him to work through us for where we have 

limitations, God is infinite and there is nothing he cannot do. 

I woke up this morning with God speaking to me.  I couldn’t think about anything else, then I read the 

Gospel and to me everything clicked.  I was thinking about all those who have fallen away from, or for 

whatever reason do not attend Mass.  I have heard people say, “I am just too busy, I don’t have time to 

go.” Others say, “I’m just too tired, I sleep in on Sunday morning.” To me, this is all too sad. My time is 

divided between a full-time livestock farmer, which is a very demanding job; just roughly counting I have 

six volunteer jobs within the Church and community; as well as obligations to my family and a girlfriend 

that likes to spend time with me.  With all that, I can find time for God and time to go to Mass.  I operate 

on little sleep, but if I need to, I will find time to fit a nap in outside of Mass time.  MASS SHOULD BE 

OUR REASON FOR MISSING EVERYTHING ELSE! Mass participation should be our number one priority for 

each week. 

Other excuses I hear are, “So and so goes to church and sits in the front pew and is not a very good 

person.” Others say, “I don’t agree with how the Church is ran, or this or that thing that happens.”  I 

would like to pose a question… Do you go to the doctor if you feel great and your bloodwork, etc. looks 

great?  I don’t.  We don’t go to Mass because we are saints, we go because we are sinners who aspire to 

one day be saints.  We go to Mass because we are sick and in need of healing.  Next Sunday, go to Mass 

and look around… everyone there is a sinner including the one in the mirror.  Just because my sin is 

different from yours, it doesn't make me any better, or any worse than you.  The only thing it means is 

we need to come together as a community of believers to take part in the Sacraments which Jesus 

instituted on our behalf, and to help each other on our Journey to Sainthood.  

Jesus could have created the Church perfect, for he is perfection.  Instead, he said to Simon, “And so I 

say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld 

shall not prevail against it.” (Mt 16:18) Jesus chose Simon, who was not qualified, and denied knowing 

Jesus at his darkest hour to be the “rock” or the cornerstone of his church.  He sent the other Apostles, 

including a tax collector upon other sinners to minister to his people, the Church, as Bishops.  Jesus 

could have created the perfect Church, but what would be left for us to do?  He calls us out of our 

comfort zones to do things we don’t think we are capable of to use us in his Divine plan so we may grow 

spiritually and closer to him. In calling us to our vocation, he is calling us to sainthood, but we need help 

from the Church to accomplish this. When Jesus gets in your boat and starts giving you orders, what will 

you do? Pray that we all willingly accept and answer the call of Jesus and return to his Church. 

St. Luke, pray for us!  


